
 

 

 

Anthropology         

Ethnographic Field School in Belize 
 

Faculty: 

Dr. Douglas Hume - Northern Kentucky University 
Associate Professor 
Department of Sociology/Anthropology/Philosophy 

Course: 

Credit Hours: 3 
Course Levels Offered: Upper Division (300-400 Level) or Graduate (500+ Level) 
Can this course be taken to fulfill major and minor requirements? YES 
Can this course be taken to fulfill general elective credit? NO 
Local Course Designator at Northern Kentucky University: ANT 365/565 
Prerequisites: one semester of anthropology 

Description:  
This course immerses students in Belizean culture and trains them in contemporary anthropological field 
methods. While in Belize, studentswill be primarily engaged in guided applied ethnographic fieldwork. 
Students will learn about the local culture by doing participant-observation and conducting ethnographic 
interviews in a community-based research project. Students will learn research ethics, unobtrusive 
observation, participant observation, field note writing and coding, ethnographic and life history interviewing, 
ethnolinguistic data collection, community mapping, rapid assessment procedures, qualitative data analysis 
and other ethnographic methods in addition to basic ethnographic writing. 

Content:  
This course immerses students in Belizean culture and trains them in contemporary anthropological field 
methods. Students will gain valuable research skills (e.g., ethnographic interviewing and qualitative data 
analysis) to apply anthropology in their future careers (e.g., applied anthropology or other social/behavioral 
discipline), an appreciation for Belizean cultural diversity, and further their personal growth.  

While in Belize, students will be primarily engaged in guided applied ethnographic fieldwork. Students will 
learn about the local culture by doing participant-observation and conducting ethnographic interviews in a 
community-based research project. Students will learn research ethics, unobtrusive observation, participant 
observation, field note writing and coding, ethnographic and life history interviewing, ethnolinguistic data 
collection, community mapping, rapid assessment procedures, qualitative data analysis, and other 
ethnographic methods in addition to basic ethnographic writing.  

After successful completion of this course, students will have: developed a basic understanding of Belizean 
culture, formulated an understanding of ethical and validity issues in ethnographic research, practiced skills 
in research design and ethnographic methods of data collection, applied basic ethnographic research methods 
in a non-western culture, engaged in a community-based research project, and analyzed ethnographic data 
resulting in an ethnographic monograph. This program will contribute to the education of students by 
training them in ethnographic methods and by exposing them to a non-western culture. Students are expected 
to gain skills that may be used in applying anthropology or other socio-behavioral sciences in their future 
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careers, gain an appreciation for cultural diversity, and further their personal growth. Field experiences such 
as this project can also improve the likelihood that students will be admitted to graduate school.  

This course is being taught as a 300 (upper-undergraduate) and 500 (graduate) level course in anthropology 
with a maximum of 12 students. Students will earn three credit hours for participation in the ethnographic 
field school.  

This course will not fulfill NKU's general education requirements, but may be applied to NKU's 
anthropology major or minor requirements. Students should check with their own institution for what, if any, 
requirements this course fulfills.  

Each spring, students will be encouraged to present our findings in a scholarly panel at the Anthropologists 
and Sociologists of Kentucky Annual Meeting. NKU students will be encouraged to present their findings at 
NKU's spring Celebration of Student Research and Creativity. Students who wish to learn additional 
ethnographic analysis methods or prepare a short ethnography for publication may arrange independent 
studies with the director, Douglas Hume. 

Assessment Methods:  
For the undergraduate offering of this course (ANT 365 Ethnographic Field School), the ethnographic 
portfolio is comprised of journal entries (20%), interview notes (60%), and a service learning reflection 
(20%). The portfolio documents must be submitted on the course's Dropbox.  

The portfolio will be graded on the following scale: 100-93% A, 90%>; A-, 87%>; B+, 83%>; B, 80%>; B-, 
77%>; C+, 73%>; C, 70%>; C-, 67%>; D+, 60%>; D, and 59-0% F. 

 Journal Entries Journal entries will be made for each day (one day before departure to Belize Monday June 1 
until one day after return from Belize Thursday July 2) and reviewed throughout the course. Generally, 
students will write one page (12 point font, single spaced, one inch margins) for each daily journal entry. The 
journal must be completed by Saturday, July 4. The specific journal requirements and grading rubric will be 
provided to students during the pre-departure meeting.  

Interview Notes Interview notes will be written and submitted electronically after each interview. Generally, 
students will write one page (12 point font, single spaced, one inch margins) for each interview. The 
interview notes are due the day after the interview occurs (except for Saturday interviews, which are due the 
following Monday). The specific requirements and grading rubric will be provided to students during the 
ethnographic methods training meetings. 

  

Service Learning Reflection The service learning reflection will be a 1,000 word essay (one-inch margins, 
Times New Roman, 12 pt, double-spaced) answering several reflexive questions, due on Friday July 10. The 
reflection essay is to be written after returning from the field. The specific requirements and grading rubric 
will be provided to students before departure from Belize.


